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RR. viene, Adwocaat or 
I Counſel for the Dutch  Eaſt-India 
Company, and Mr. 'Barbeyrac, 
Profeſſor in Law at Groninguen, 
notwithſtanding the fallacious 
diſtinctions us d, and the Pohiſtica argu- 
ments urg d by Mr. Nani, Fiskaal or At- 
torney General at Bruſſels, to the contrary, 
have demonſtrated, that the erecting of the 
Company, generally known by the title of 
the OSTEND Co AN v, by his Im- 
perial and Catholick Majeſty, is directly con- 
trary to the 5th and 6th articles of the Treaty 
concluded at Munfler in 1648. between 


Philip IV. King of Spain, Duke of Brabant, 
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Count, or Earl of Handers, &c. and the 


States-General of the United Provinces; And 
Mr. Forman, a Briton, in his letter to Mr. 
Pulteney aſſerts, that 300,000]. are yearly 
exported out of England into the Auſtrian Ne- 


therlands, and that ſuch Goods are brought 


back as interfere with the Commodities 1m- 
ported, and fold by our Eaſt-India Company. 
Bur no author, that I have read, or heard 
of, hath laid open to the view of the Britiſh, 
or Dutch nation, the many dangerous conſe- 
quences that muſt flow from this New Com- 
pany, and the various fatal effects it will inevita- 
bly produce, which are now hatching, and in 
time, like caterpillars in their neſt, when 


ripe, will burſt forth, and ſpread themſelves 


far and wide, and then mock the viſeſt 
counſels taken to deſtroy, and extirpate them. 
Principus obſta. The deſign therefore of theſe 
ſheets, is to unravel the ſaid conſequences, 
and to diſſect the ſaid effects, thereby to 
awaken both Nations to join in the moſt vi- 
gorous, and reſolute meaſures to deſtroy this 


_O 


Cockatrice, whilſt young, before it- comes 
to maturity to ſting the two Nations to 
death; or can fo propagate, and multiply its 
| . : accurſed 
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accurſed Seed, as to make them fear, court, 


Before I enter upon this ſubject, it is ne- 


ceſſary to ſet in a true light, the nature of 
the Union that is, and ought always to be 
between Great Britain, 5 the United Pro- 
dinces; that thereby, if poſſible, each Briton 


may clearly ſee, and be ſatisfactorily con- 


vinc'd of the reaſonable and abſolute neceſ- 
ſity thereof; and, conſequently, may lay aſide 


thoſe ſtrong prejudices they have unjuſtly 


taken up againſt that Nation, which is the 
ONLY true and faithful Friend and Ally of 
Great Britam, as WE are the ONLY People 
whoſe Intereſt, and Proſperity are inſeperable 
from the Welfare, and Happmeſs of the United 


Provmces. « 


This important truth will demonſtratively 


appear by making out the five following pro- 
poſitions: „ 


I. That the United Provinces with Great 
Britain, hold the Balance of Power in Europe, 
and are the Supporters of the Proteſtant Inte- 
reſt. 
II. That their Intereſt, and Safety are, mutu- 


ally, inſeperable. III. That 


ME) 

II. That their Trade is is_reciprocally ad. 
ns, 

IV. That each Nation by the decay, or ruin 
of the other, will be a vaſtly greater Los E R, I. 
than a Gainer. 

V. That the Trade of Holland, if ruin'd, | 


dull remove mio the Auſtrian Netherlands; 


hereby the Balance of Power will be veſted diti 


in the Houſe of Auſtria; and the Popiſh Interef 
will be 1 . 


I. The two laſt Wars are an undeniable | 
proof of the truth of my firſt propoſition : 
For without the numerous, and well paid 
Troops of theſe two Nations, What could 


the reſt of the Allies have done? Could they, 
alone, have obliged France to make ſuch a 


Peace as was concluded in 1697? Could they | 


alone, have driven the French troops out of 

the Empire, or out of the Netherlands, during | 
the laſt War? Could they, alone, have main- 
tand, in Flanders, Forces ſuperior in 
number to thoſe of France? Could they, 
alone, have carried on the War in Portugal, 
and Spain? Could they, alone, have been 
powerful enough to force King Philip. to _ 
| on 


id. 


T9) 


don Spain, as would have, certainly, happened, 


humanly (peaking, if the fatal change of our 


Miniſtry had not interpos'd, and prevented 
it? No, certainly: 'T was the Wealth, and the 


Riches of Great Britain, and of the United 
Prowinces that enabled them to maintain ſo 
many Troops, as put the Allies into a con- 
dition, not only of making head againſt 
France, but gave them a ſuperiority in num- 
ber to the Forces of that Crown, and to 
fit out ſuch large Fleets, as kept the Naval 
Power of France in awe; and, thereby, pre- 


ſerv d the Liberties of Europe from becoming 


a Prey to the boundleſs Ambition of the late 


French King : And, therefore, by their Wealth 
and Riches, they are equally powerful to pro- 


rect, ſupport, and defend the Proteſtant In- 


creſt from being opꝑreſs d by the Popiſh Pow- 
ers of Europe. Burt if Great Britam had al- 
liſted the late French King in his ambitious 


deſigns againſt the liberties of Europe, with, 
thoſe Troops, and Fleets that acted in con- 


junction with the Allies to prevent, and de- 
eat his aim, the loſs to them would have 
been double. 1. By being weakened by 'the 
vant of thoſe Troops and Fleets; and 2. By 


having 
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having thoſe Troops and Fleets turn'd againſt 
them : And neither the United Provinces, nor 
the Allies, nor- both together, could have 
been powerful enough to pay ſuch an addi. 
tional Body of Forces, as would have made 
them as ſtrong as Great Britain, and France 


united: Nor could the United Provinces have 


fitted out ſuch a Fleet as would have dard] 


to look the combin d Fleets of Great Britain, 
and France, in the face; and, therefore, the 
United Provinces, and the Allies muſt have 
fallen a facrifice ro France. For the ſame 
reaſon, the power of Great Britam, join'd 
with the Forces of the Popiſh Princes of Eu- 
rope, would make them an overmatch for all 
the Proteſtant Potentates; and, conſequently, 
lay theſe at the mercy of the others. So, on 
the other hand, if the United Provinces had 
confederated with France, againſt the Liberties 
of Europe, and the had agreed to ſhare the 
Spoil; Great Britam, Wich, in ſuch caſe, 
muſt, alone, have born the Charge, and Bur- 
then thereof, could not have becn rich, and 
powerful enough to maintain fo many more 
Troops, as would have made che e of the 
Allies equal in number to chat cr France, * 
1 che 


— De __ ac 


"I ** 

and the United Provinces ; nor could have beet a- 
ble to fir out a Navy ſtrong and numerous e- 
nough to have cop d with the confederated mari- 
time Power of France, and the United Provinces. 


| Num- a 
. Dit. in 
{Years « | Portu- „ | to ſeveral 
| 1 * Hau gal, Sp us Princes. | 
4 
| 
| 


| | 


ders. | 25 


37 The Number | Crowns. 
1701] 79,858] of Troops 7 5,000 


; 1702 110,242 | ſent to Por- 200,009 
1703 |120,242 tugal and 360, 555+ 
11704 | 120,242 Spain, 610, 3333 
I705 {120,242 | amounted to | 707, 593+ 

- 41706 | 121,242 23,807 791, 868+. 
1707 112,271 | 1,168,784; 
{1708 122,458 1,210, 885, 


1709 122,458 11,162,118 
| Le 129,458 74 183 
£ . r 
5 þ 
zr 1,162,118 


P 
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* Thoſe who are deſirous to read what the States General alledg· d 
in their juſtification, againſt the Charge brought againſt them by the 
Reſolutions of our 1 Commons, 5th of February 171%, That 
they had not anſtuer d their Duota of the Charge of the War, in pro- 
portion to what had been done by her late Majeſty, may read the Memo- 
rial they preſeuted to her, in which they intirely vindicate themſelves. 


k is in the ſecond Volume of the * Collection of Treazies,&c. Me 
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If cheſe Troops, theſe Subſidies, and theſe 


Men of War, had been join'd to the Power of 


France, it is plain the loſs of the Allies would 
have been double, by being weakened by the 
want of them, and by having them turned 


- againſt them. Great Britain therefore muſt 


have maintain'd-an additional number of theſe 
Troops, and of Men of War, and yearly 


have paid the double of theſe Subſidies, or elle 


the Allies could not have been in the ſame cir- 


cumſtances they were in, by the means of 


theſe Troops, Subſidies, and Men of War. 
Thus it appears plainly, that when the Pow- 

er of Great Britain, or of the United Province c, 

is turn d againſt the Liberties of Europe, that 


they are ruin d; or if join d with the Popi/ſh 
Intereſt againſt the Proteflant cauſe, | that it 


O 


muſt be deſtroy d. 


And indeed all Europe is ſo entirely con- 


vinc d, that Great Britain, and the United Pro- 


vinces, are the ſupporters of their Liberties, 
that it is a Maxim among the Powers of chis: 
part of the World, not to ſuffer either of thoſe 


Nations to become a prey to the Houſe of 
Auſtria, or that of Bourbon. Therefore Queen 


Elizabeth aſſiſted the United Provinces againſt 
the Crown of Spain; as France did afterwards: 
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England and Ireland might 


* 


And che Emperor, Spain, and moſt of the 


Princes of the Empire, declar d War againſt 


France, upon that Crown's invading theſe Pro- 
vinces, and over-running three of them: And 
our Parliaments forc'd King Charles II. to make 


Peace with them, and continually ſollicited 


him to make War againſt that Crown in their 


favour # The Emperor Charles V. hinder'd 
Queen Mary from putting her Siſter, after- 
| wards Queen Elzabeth, to death, that in caſe 
the ſaid Queen, who was married to his ſon 


Philip, ſhould have no children, the Crown of 
go to her Siſter, ra- 
ther than to Mary Queen of? Scots, who was then 
married to the Dauphin of France; becauſe the 
uniting of ſo many Kingdoms to that Crown, 


O 
would make it become an Over-match for the 


reſt of Europe. 

Bur ſuppoſe the United Provinces ſhould, 
only fir ſtill, and not join its Forces againſt 
the Liberties of Europe, or the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt; Great Britam, however, could not be 
powerful enough to give ſuch an additiong 


Aſſiſtance as would equal what the United Pro- 


winces could, or would do; and fo, vice verſa. 


Conſequently Great Britain, or the United Pro- 


6 Aeterey J Hiſtoirg deg Pais Baſ. fol. 14. a | 
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winces, cannot ſupport the Liberties of Europe, 


or the Proteſtant Intereſt, without the Aſſi- 


ſtance of each other. 

II. My ſecond propoſition ſeems to be a 
neceſſary conſequence of or to be imply'd in, 
what I have,juit now ſaid; whether we con- 
ſider them as Free States, or Proteffant Nations. 


For the Power of Great Britain, in the hands 


of the Emperar, or of France, would certain- 


ly be made uſe of to ſubjugate the United Pro- 


Lumnces, and extirpate Proteflancy out of thoſe 


Countries; and the Wealth, and Riches of 


| the United Provinces, added to the mighty 


Power of the Houle of Auſtria, or that of Bour- 
bon, would ſoon make us become an hereditary 
Country of the one, or a dependant Province 
of the other; and bring about the re-cſtabliſh- 
ment of Popery, and the reſtitution of Church- 
Lands. 

The two Nations are ſo ſenſible of this, 
chat they have bound themſelves to mutual Al- 
ſiſtance by ſeveral Treaties; as by that of 


10. Aug. O. S. 1585. 3 1. Off. N. S. 1596. 


16. Aug. O. S. 1598. 26. June N. S. 1608. 
17. June N. S. 1609. 5. June O. S. 1624. 
17. Sept. G. S. 1625. 31. uly N. S. 1667, 
23. Jan. N. S. 1668. 10, Jan. N. S. 1678. 


3. March | 


13 
3. March O. S. 1677, 17. Aug. O. S. 1635; 
29. April O. S. 1689. In Aug. O. S. 1689. 
9. Dec. 1689. 7. Sept. N. S 1701. 11. Nov, 
N. S. 1701. 9. Jume O. S. 1703. In 1706. 
29. October N. S. 1709. 30. Jan N. S. 1713, 


6. Febr. O. 8. 1715. 


III. Now, in order to evince what I have 


laid down in my third Propoſition, let us 


conſider what are the marks of an advanta- 


geous Trade; and, then, try the mutual Com- 


merce of Great Britain, = Holland by that teſt. 
A Trade is certainly beneficial, a ſupplies 
us with what we want for Conſumprion, or 


that helps us to ſuch things without which 


we cannot well commerce with other Na- 
tions: Or, that furniſhes us with ſuch Com- 


mo dities, as we can negotiate with to other 
Places: Or, that yields us Materials fit to be 


wrought up into Manufactures, or, are 


| uſed in, or about them: Or, that conſumes 
the Product of our Country: Or, that is a 


Market for the Commodities we bring home 
from other Parts: Or elle, that takes off our 
own Manufactures. 

Holland {applies us with Books, Spices, 2 
wets, Hollands, Linen, Cambrick, Lace, Tape, 
Thread, Thread-Stockings, Hax, Starch, Paper, 


Clap-board, 
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Clap-board, Deal-boards, Juniper Berries, 
Geneva, Rheniſh Wie, and Brandy, Pot-aſpes, 
Braſs, Copper, Aqua-Fortis, Iron and Braſs Wire, 


Needles, Linſeed, Tram-Oil, Whalebone, Terras, | 
(a ſort of Lime) Steel, Iron, ſeveral forts of | 


Drugs, Coffee, Tiles, Silks, Mum, Anis-ſeed, 
Spaniſh-Wool, Sail-Cloth, Pitch, Tar, Hemp, 


Gum poder, Muckets, Wooden Toys, Callicoes, 


Muſlims, India Silks, Madder, Argal, &c. Some 


of which we conſume at home, uſe about our 


ſhipping, or * trade with to other Nations. 
On the other hand, Great Britain furniſh- 


eth Holland, for conſumption, and commerc- | 


ing with other Nations, with Corn, Coals, Lead, 
In, Pewter, Red Herrings, Sprats, Glaſs of all ſorts, 
Glue, Alum, Vitriol, all ſorts of our Woollen Manu- 
faftures in vaſt quantities, Tobacco, Sugars, 
Horn for Lanthorns, White-lead, Hats, Steel- 
Ware, Hides, Malt, Saffron, Beaver, Chalk, 
Indigo, Log wood, Galle, Silks, Silk-Stockings, 


Clocks, Watches, Pins, Lapis Calamimaris, Red- | 


Oker, Rum, Fuſtick, Maſtick, Indian Silks, Cot- 
ton, Rice, ſeveral forts of our own Silk Ma- 
nejattures, Birmingham and Sheffield Hard- 
Wares, La, Callicoe, Muſlins, Coffee, Miller, 


Near one half the Ships that trade to the Coaſt of Guinea, take 


in their Cargo in Holland, where the Gods, tratlick'd with in thoſe 


parts, are much chea per than here, 


Sago, 
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| Sago, Salt ere, and all forts of our Indian 


Goods; x1 the Commodities we bring from 
our own Plantations, Oil, Olives, Oranges, 


| Lemons, Figs, Pruner, Currans, Raiſms, Al- 
monde, Drugs, Dying-Goods, Raw-Silks, Spun- 
' Silks, Goat's and Camel's Hair; and other Mer- 
chandizes imported from the Eaſi-India, Turky, 
Portugal, and other Countries, 


By this ſtate of the Trade, carried on be- 


tween us, and the Dutch, it is evident, that 
both Nations find their accompt in it. 


But this is ſtill more demonſtrative; for 


tho' the Balance of our Trade with Holland 


be * 1, 388, 102/. 6s. 8d. . on our (ide; 


and the Dutch continue, however, to trade 


with us, they muſt, therefore, neceſſarily be 


Gainers by the Goods, Products, Commodities, 
and Manufactures they receive from us, and, 
commerce with to other parts of the World. 


In like manner, though the Commerce we 
drive to the North be yearly F 200,000 J. 
to our damage; yet ſince the Materials for 
Shipping we fetch from thence, enable us 
to carry on a Trade to all parts of the World, in 


which we are great Gainers, but which would 
ceaſe without thoſe Materials; our Traffick 


Britiſh Mercþaxt, Vol L p. 26. f Ibid, p. 29, 


— 


— — 


— + — 


- ax 
2 * 5 
3 — 


+ 2 _ CY 
2 n _ Gag 8 
— 5 — — — - : — 
4 — —  —  — , —_ _—— —ů—ů— 1 
8 2 . 


—— ́ 1 — 


. * 9 4 - that a * 
TRE” TI WE PISS: os N 5 f > * - ä * * os ts 1 : by _ * * N 
v +97 v EL * 5. * 4 1 N * 1 EY s * ** 7 N * _ * +. 28 * * * 
61 Ae : : * cons] . 4 
* d * 
o 
” N - , 
I 6 
— 


to the North, in its neceſſary e e 
is, and muſt be, a beneficial Branch of Trade. 

IV. The foutth Propoſition is, That each 
Nation, by the Decay, or Ruin of the other, 
_ will be a vaſtly greater Los ER than a Gainer. 
This will appear a Paradox to thoſe who 
fancy that by the Decay, or Rum of Holland, 
all the Trade thereof will remove to Great 
Britain. But I ſhall make it fully appear, 
that in ſuch caſe, the Hare we ſhould have in 
the Dutch Trade would be but SMALL, 
bur that the Loſs we ſhould ſuffer would 
be unſpeakably GREAT. 

However, for arguments ſake, we will ſup- 
pole, that durmg the Jaff War, the Province 
of Holland, (that contributed very near ſix 
tenths of all the Charges the Seven Provinces 
were at, and whoſe three Admiralties, Vz. 
that of the Maeze, Amſterdam, and North- 
Holland, farniſh'd near four fifths of the Men 
of War that were at Sea) ſuppoſe, I ſay, that 


the Province of Holland, had been ſank to] 
the bottom of the Sea, and, that all its Trade | 


had come to Great Britain: What would have 
been the Conſequence? Would our Nation, 
over and above che Troops we paid in Han- 
ders, Portugal, and Spam, have maintain d 


fix 
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"United Provinces had in thoſe places? Would 


77 


fix tenths of the Forces mention d p. 9. that the 


our Parliament, over and above the Subſidies 


we annually furniſh'd to ſeveral Princes, have 


contributed ſix tenths, of the Subſidies that 
the States General charg'd themſelves with? 
Should we have, willingly, been at the Expence 
of fitting out yearly, four fifths of Men of 
War the Dutch had annually at Sea, over 
and above the numerous Fleets we put out 
to Sea every Spring? Would any Briton have 
deſired to ingroſs all the Trade of Holland, 
at fo dear a Price? And yet tis undeniable, 


from what ] have ſaid upon the firſt Propoſi- 
tion, that unleſs Great Britain had been at all 


theſe additional Charges, the Liberties of Eu- 


rope would have been deſtroy d by France, in the = 


laſt War : And tis as certain, that Great Bri- 


tain, with all the Trade of Holland, cannot, 


alone, be the $ upporter of the Liberties of Europe, 
and of the Proteſtant Intereſt, without hearing 


all the Expences, and Charges that the Province 


of Holland muſt be at, m caſe of need. | 
By this View of the Caſe, every impartial 
Reader cannot but ſee, and be throughly 
convinc'd, That the Purchaſe of the Trade of 
Holland is too dear for Great Britain ; and 
) | C | that 
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merce, than to have it on ſuch Terms. Suppoſe 
{uch a Caſe ſhould happen, of which there 
have been two Criſis's, the firſt * in the 
beginning of the Civil Wars in the Low- 
Countries, in the Time of Phillip II. King of 
Spain, &c. and the other | in 1673. Sup- 
pole, I ſay, that the People of Holland ſhould 
burn their Water Mills, break their Dikes, 
lay their Country under Water, and ſeek for 
{ome new Habitation: Whither, or to what 
Countries would the Inhabitants, and the 

Trade of Holland diſperſe themſelves ? 
I anſwer: Vaſt numbers of the People would 
fail to the Cape of Good Hope, the Eaſt Indies, 


and their Colonies in the Weſt Indies: Many 


Merchants, and. others, would retire to Ham- 
burgh, Bremen, Embdem, and other of the 
Free, and trading Towns of Germany, where 
the Calvmiſlick, Lutheran or Romiſh Religion 


is eſtabliſh'd, or tolerated: Several would ſettle 
at Petersburg, and Archangel in Muſcovy, o- 


thers in Sweden; but great numbers of the 
Roman Catholicks would remove into the 


Auſtrian Netherlands; eſpecially the Mer- 


* Sorr Oorſprong der Nederl. Beroerten boek 8. bl. 735. d. 
7 Burnets Hiſt. of his own Time. Vol. 1. p. 332. | 
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that it is better for ur to be without that Com- 
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bs At of, 
chants ; who would carry their Trade to Ant- 
wwerp, Ghent, and Bruges: And many of the 
Merchants, and others, would make Great 
Britam their Country, and Habitation. 

By this Account, it is plain that Great 
Britain would not, nay, could not, gain any 
very conſiderable number of new Inhabitants : 
Nor would it be poſſible for any large Part of 
the Trade of Holland to fall to her ſhare; for 
the Merchants that ſhould retire ro Hamburgh, 
Bremen, Embden, &c. Petersburg, Archangel, 
Sweden, Antwerp, Ghent, and Bruges, would 
carry with them the reſpective Trade they had 
in their native Country; and conſequently 
thoſe Branches of Commerce would nor be 
added to the Trafhck of Great Britain. | 

But this is not all: Where would Great 
Britain then find ſo beneficial a Market as 
Holland now is? Where ſhould we then diſ- 
poſe of all thoſe Goods, Products, Commo- 
dities, and Manufactures we now export to 
Holland ? Where ſhould we then find an 
additional Ballance of 1,388,102/. 6s. 8 d. 2? 
In this Province there are above 3,000,000 
of Inhabitants : Great Britam ſupplies them 
wholly with ſome of thoſe various forts of 
Merchandize mention d, p. 14, 15; and in a 
„ 


1 
2 : Ts HO» 
— — — 


[ 
: 
2 
! 
Fa. | 
. 
4 
. 
1 
5 
S. * 
- 
i 
30 4 
11 
1 
* 
11 
i 
t l; 
"0 
{ 
11 


74 
1 
* 

; 
/ 

+ 

T 

15 

4 

't 
54 
3 

* 
11 


N 2 : k 
. , hath. 

= — — Ä -Qü‚ÿ — — SO 

* 


. Seam wy — t W gf 


by 5 * * 7 * N X * P * " - 
7 0 4 bs b : \ 3 "FF * > 
* * 7 
* - 
* 
6 * - * 
s 


great meaſure with the reſt, Suppoſe then 
that vaſt numbers of theſe Inhabitants ſhould 


retire to the Cape of Good Hope, the Eaft and 


Weſt Indies; it is evident that the Conſump- 
tion, in Holland, of the Product, Goods, c. 
imported from Great Britam, would be di- 
miniſh'd, proportionably, to the Loſs of thoſe 
Inhabitants; and, conſequently, that the De- 
mand by the Dutch for our Commodities 
would be leflen'd in a like degree. Suppoſe 
that the reſt of the People were diſperſed as 
before is mention d: What Effect Would this 
have upon our Exports? [ anſwer, 
that the Demand for our Corn, and Coals, 
would either entirely ceaſe, or be vaſtly di- 
miniſh'd; becauſe they would have in almoſt 
all Places, ſufficient Quantity of Corn, and 
Plenty of Wood, Coal, ec. for firing; or 
nin ſome they would be ſupplyd with them 
from other Parts, and not from us; and be- 
cauſe we ſhould not Trade with thoſe Com- 
modities to many Places, where they would 
be ſettled, and to moſt of them we could not 
Trafficx, the Manufacturers would either 
begin V vollen and Sill Manufactures, if there 
were none already ſet up where they ſhould 
come, or would increaſe, and improve thoſe 

| ; they 
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chey found there; and, conſequently, the De- 
mand for our Wootlen, and Silk Manufaftures 


mow in Holland, and which are ſent thence 
to ſuch Places) would then be leſſen'd, there; 
Great Quantities of Steel Ware, and Looking 


Glaſs are yearly ſent ro Holland, and there 


uſed, or traded with to other Countries: But 
the Demand thereof would be conſiderably 
diminiſh'd, by the Dutch's removing to thoſe 
Places in Germany, where thoſe Manufactures 
are; as at Berlin; ſince, neither for Uſe, or 
Traffick, would they want ours, becauſe they 


vould be ſupplied, for both, where they liv d. 


Thoſe who ſhould go to Danzick, would want 
none of our Lead, or Salt-petre, becauſe they 
would find there ſufficient of thoſe two Com- 
modities both for Conſumption, and Trade 
to other Parts; and, yk Han. our Exports 


of theſe two forts of Merchandize, would not 


be ſo great as at preſent : Neither would the 
Dutch, when remoy'd into other Countries, 
conſume ſo much of our Tobacco, as they do 
at preſent; and, therefore, would not take off 


ſo much of this Commodity; and, conſe- _ 


2 this Branch of our Trade would 
uffer in this reſpect. Beſides, the diſperſed 
Dutch would Traffic, immediately, with the 
; Goods 
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Goods of thoſe Places where they were ſettled, 
which they now purchaſe with our Products, 
Commodities, and Manufactures ; and, there- 
fore, they would not take from us, thoſe large 
Quantities as they now do; whereby our Com- 
merce would greatly decline. In one Word, 
we could not Trade to thoſe Places on the 
ſame footing that the Dutch do; nor vend 
there ſuch an additional Quantity of our 
Commodities, as the Hollanders now take off; 


part of which they conſume at home, and 


Traffick with the reſt to ſuch Markets, tho 
they were actually ſettled in thoſe Quarters ; be- 
cauſe they would not then want our Manu- 
factures, &5c. as at preſent, to purchaſe the 
Commodities of ſuch Places, to commerce 


with. For the Dutch, in return for theſe Goods, 
buy vaſt Quantities of all forts of Merchan- 


dize, either for their neceſſary conſumption at 
home, or their Trade to other Countries; 
but we could not bring from the ſame Places, 
an additional Quantity of each ſort of Com- 
modities, equal to thoſe bought by the Dutch, 
becauſe we have not a conſumption for them 
at home, like that in Holland; nor can we 
negotiate with them at other Markets, as the 
Dutch do. As for Example: The Hollanders 

1 purchaſe 
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«A 
purchaſe in the North, incredible Quantities 


of Iron, Hemp, Pitch, Tar, Maſis, &c. 


great part of which is for their own Shipping: 
Now, it is plain that we could not take off 
more of rhoſe Materials than we conſume at 
preſent ; and, conſequently, thoſe Countries, 
from whence we bring thoſe Products, would 
not increaſe their demand of our Manufac- 
tures. We ſhould not import a yearly 
additional Quantity of Spani/s Wool, equal 
to the number of Packs the Hollanders now 
annually purchaſe in Spain; not only becauſe 
our conſumption thereof, at home, would be 
no greater than at preſent; but becauſe we 
ſhould not Trade therewith to other Countries; 
to prevent their ſetting up Woollen Manufattures, 
which would neceſlarily leſſen the Exportation 
of our own; and, therefore, it is reaſonable to 
conclude, that the Spaniards would not be 
better Cuſtomers to us than they are at pre- 
ſent. The Dureh buy of the Portugueze, Su- 
gars, and Tobacco ; and theſe, in return, take 
off ſuch Goods as are fent from Holland: 
But, ſhould we import from Portugal, Sugars, 
and Tobacco, ſince our own Net India Plan- 
tations afford us enough of each for con- 
lumption, and for Re- exportation? Our 

V Markets, 
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Markets, in Portugal, would, therefore, be no 


better than they are at preſent. The Hollan- 


ders, annually, purchale in France, great Quan- 
rities of Wines, Brandies, Silks, Paper, Glaſs, 
Indigo, Sugars, Eaſi-India Goods, Engliſh, 
Iriſh, and Spaniſh Wools, 5c. Silk and Woy- 


ſted Stockmgs, Hats, Coffee, Lumen, Worſted, 
Watches, Pendulums, - Galls, &c. But all ſuch 


Commodities, are either prejudicial to our Im- 
orts from the Eaſſ- Indies, our Plantations, or 
rom Tirky; or hurtful to our Trade with other 

Countries; or rumous to our Manufactures : And 

therefore, as our Demand of the French Commo- 

dities would not advance, ſo our Trade to 

France would remain what it is at preſent. 

Having thus laid open how, and in what 


manner, the Ruin of the Trade of Holland 


would affect Great Britain: | ſhall now, on 


the other hand, examine and ſhew how detri- 


mental it would be to Holland, if Great Britain 
were ruin d, and its Trade ſcatter d abroad. 
Put the caſe, that the Trade of Great Britain, 


had been remov'd to Holland, before the laſt 


War: It is very evident, that in ſuch caſc, 


Holland alone (for the other ſix Provinces, 


could not have encreaſed their Expences) muſt 
have been art additional Charges, equal to 
Ls | thoſe 


—ͤ TILES oor gm os 


RIO - bb, 5 
0 | thoſe we bore during the laſt War, or elle 
that the Liberties of Europe, would have been 
i- | annihilated; and by conſequence, that Hol- 
» | land muſt have annually maintain d, over 
„and above what ſhe did, the Troops and Men 


„of War, and have yearly paid the Subſidies, 


d, following : 


h * 
| 4 
* 3 Number Ditto in Ditto inſ Subſidies 2 Fa The 
Or of Soldi- Portu- Spain. to Everal ry: Provihce 
| Years. in Pal. Princes. W Hel- 
er anders. | Wand : | 
— — — N r woul | 
1d { | 3 hardly | 
O- _ | Crowns. ſha ve pur- 
to [1701 10000 | Total | Total] 7 5,000 ', ſchasd | þ 
[702] 40,571 [19,314[57,973 | 290,009 | 74 [the | 
11703] 50,;67x ſand tw 496,111 | 79 hole 
11704] 50,671 [Battali- 975,666; 74 [Trade off 
lat frog 50,671 fons 1,170,1865] 79 [Great 
nd vo 52,671 form'd 1,280,7633] 78 [Britain 
({1707] $2,790 out of 1,962,117 72 ju on ſuch| 
on 1708] 58,228 [Priſo- 2,656,1593] 69 Nn | 
ri- 1709 67,699 Jjners. 1,948,795 67 ſtheſe. 
1710 72,197 1,948,785 62 
4191 11711 22 1,948,785 | 59 1 8 


But if we were ruin d, and our Trade were 
"| to be diſperſed abroad, Holland would have 


a but a ſinall ſhare thereof; and, conſequently, 
would be a greater Loſer than a Gainer by our 


11 Cataſtrophe: For, of the incredible ſwarms 
, of our People that would quit their Natiye 
Country, the Bulk of them would retire to 
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Newfoundland, Bermudas, Accadia, New Eng + 


land, New vort, New Ferſey, Penſylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, Carolina, and the Caribbee 
Iſlands : Several would fail to the Eaft Indies; 
many would ſettle at Hamburg, Bremen, Emb- 


den, Petersburg, Archangel, Sweden, &c. and 


ſeveral would go over to Holland; but, would 
be but a handful, compar d with che numberleſs 
Legions who would fly to thoſe other Places. 
Beſides, the Dutch would have but a ſmall 


Pittance out of our Commerce; for our 


Merchants would carry with them the reſpec- 
tive Branches of Trade, that they were con- 


cern d in at home: By our Manufactures of 


all ſorts going, and ſettling in various parts 
of Europe, the Hollanders would not only not 
have ſuch Quantities of our Wella Gs Steel 
Ware, Hats, Clocks, Watches, Glaſs bf all ſorts, 
Ge. as they now have yearly from Great 


Britain totrade with ; but they would find the 


fame Manufactures ſet up, or encreas d and 
improv'd by our Workmen in thoſe very 
Towns, where they, the Dutch, now com- 
merce with them; and, beſides, they would 
experience that thoſe very Places would, by 
degrees, traffick with theſe Commodities, as 
well as they. Whether this would ſenſibly 
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affect the Trade of Holland, I leave to every 
one to judge. By the ruin of our Com- 
merce, a conſequently of our Navigation, I 
and by the Loſs of ſuch vaſt Numbers of 
our Inhabitants, the Durch, by neceſſary con- 
ſequence, would not, nay, could not, have ſuch 
a Demandfrom us ; as at preſent for Sailcloath, 
Pitch, Tar, Hemp, Iron, Hollands, Thread, Rhenifh 
IWine and Brandy, Madder, Argal, Deal boards, 
Clapboard, Paper, 5 tarch, Potaſhes, & pices, Gum- 
powder, Braſs, Copper, &c. But this is nor 
all: Such a ſtrong Convulſion might ſo diſ- 
order the poor Remains of our Trade, as to 
turn them into a new Channel, by making it 
be carried on no longer by the ay of Holland, 
| but immediately to other Countries, where ſo 
many of our Merchants would be ſettled. 
There is ſtil] another thing behind: Our Co- 
; lonies on the Continent of America, would 
| undoubtedly ſet up for Free, and Independent 
| States; and would ſoon flouriſh with all forts 
of Manufactures (they now have from us) 
| by means of the Workmen fled to them; and, 
| by degrees, would bring our Caribbee Iſlands to 
ſhake off their Subjection to us; and, by in- 
ter- trafficking with one another, entirely deprive 
Great Britain of thoſe profitable returns ſhe now 


5x annu- 


E 
* 
d 
» 
+ = 7 
* 2 8 * WD * 1 * 
=> - 5 * - "> * 
8 
g * * — 4 —_ 
_ — —— = x 
— — Do — 2 > 4 * 28 : 
8 1 3 1 By a aa -- we 2 
— * ws | —* DOR "RS. OS 


2 _ ** 
CEP” + 4 62 


. 


r wo p , 
EEE DIS 
8 > «2. Cher * OED TED 4 

p . 
— 


r 
. 
: 


1 WG — E dhe te ob OE ae ta 1 
* 
* 
( | 
+ * 


annually receives from thoſe Iſlands; and 
which, by being e to Holland, ena- 

ble the Dutch ro Tr 
other Nations; and, conſequently, the want of 
the Products of thoſe Iflands, would very 
ſenſibly affect their Commerce to other Parts 

of Europe. | 

I have hitherto only endeavour'd to prove, 
that Great Britain, or Holland, would be a 
greater LOSER, as to TRADE, than a 
Gainer by the Ruin of the other Nation. But 
it is no leſs certainly true, as to the SAFETY, 
Richrs, and LIBERTIES of each People. 
For it Holland were diſpeopled, and beggar'd, 
what aſſiſtance could the United Provinces af- 
ford our Kings againſt Invaſions from abroad, 
or Rebellion at home: Or what Succour 
could the Britiſb Nation expect from them a- 
gainſt à Tyrant; trampling upon the Laws, 
and ſcattering in the Wind their Rights, and 
Libertics ? SO, ON the other des, ; if our 
People ſhould retire to other Countries, and our 
Trade ſhould once bid us farewel ; how could 
we effectually make good to the United Pro- 
dinces, the Treaties of mutual Succour we 
have fo frequently renew'd with, and con- 
firm'd to them? How could we aſſiſt them 
„ againſt 


e advantageouſly with 


ww ned By Manu! 


againſt the Invaſion of an ambitious Neigh- 
bour, or the Attempts of their Stadholders 
againſt the Nation's Freedom? The moſt ef- 
fectual methods to ruin the Trade of Great 
Britain, or Holland, and to drive their People 
away, are, to make Diſſenters uneaſy, and to 
deny them Liberty of Conſcience; and for 
our Kings to beconie Abſolute, and the Stad- 
holders of Holland, to be above the Laws. 

T ſhall now proceed to make out the Fifth 
Propoſition, That the Trade of Holland, if 
ruin d, will remove into the Auſtrian Nether- 
lands; whereby the Balance of Power in Europe, 
wall be veſted in the Houſe of Auſtria; and the 
Popiſh Intereſt will be ſtrengthen d. That by 
the Ruin of the Trade of Holland, the Bal- 
lance of Power in Europe would be broken, 
and the Proteflant Intereſt weaken'd, is unde- 
niable, from the Arguments I have urg'd to 
pou che firſt Propoſition : And that the Ba- 
ance of Power would be turn'd to the ſide of 
the Houle of Auſtria, and the Popiſb Intereſt 
ſtrengthen d thereby, are the neceſſary, and un- 
avoidable Conſequences thereof: For, ſince by 
the Ruin of Holland, one of the Supporters of 
the Balance of Power of Europe, would be de- 
ſtroy d, and no other Nation could riſe up 
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Europe; as it would at this day endanger its Li- 
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in its ſtead ; (for the Hollanders would be ſo 120 
diſperſed, as is ſhewn before, as not to make 5 


any Nation become powerful enough to un- 
dercake, with Great Britain, ſo great a charge) We 
and we alone could not be able to maintain 


it: And ſince moſt of the Popi/h Merchants of 25 
Holland would retire to Antwerp, Ghent, and || 4 
Bruges, in the Auſtrian Netherlands, and con- c | 
ſequently draw to thoſe Towns all the Trade | © 
they carried on in Holland; it is manifeſt, p 
that the Auſtrian Netherlands would ſoon be- 1 : 
come the STAPLE for all Europe, as FoR- by 
| | a 
MERLY; and ſoon grow as RIcH, and 


POWERFUL as Holland now is: Whereby 
the mighty Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
ſupported, and ſtrengthened by the Ricnes, 


and WEALTH of the Netherlands, would, 
inevitably, be a threatning Ruin to the reſt of 


berties, if back'd by all the Force, Power, and 
IJalth of Holland: And that the Popi/h Intereſt 
would be ſtrengthened by the. Ruin of Hol- 
land, is, as hath been ſaid, a conſequence 
thereof ; becauſe no new Proteſtant State could 
ariſe, in the room of Holland, to join with 
Great Britain, in ſupporting the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt: And we alone could nat be the Defen- 


| ders 


(6319 
ders of it: And, therefore, the Popiſh Intereſt 
would, of courſe, become too ſtrong for the 
Proteſtant Cauſe. . 

I thought very proper to premiſe what I 
have ſaid n 3 bj _ eee of thoſe 
Britons, who are not aware of the conſe- 
quences, fatal to Europe in general, and to 
Great Britain in particular, that will, and muſt 
follow the ruin of Holland. 


Having thus made out the five preliminary 


Propoſitions, I now ſhall expoſe naked to the 


View of the Brizi/, and Dutch Nations, thoſe 
Dangers they are threaten'd with from the 
OSTEND COMPANY. | 

The Conſideration of the Jmportance of 
the OSTEND CoMPANY, is not to be 
confin'd to the Trade that that Company car- 
jeth on to the Eaff-Indies; but as that Trade 
will be the Cauſe and Fore-runner of Com- 


merce reviving, and re-flouriſhing in the Au- 


ftrian Netherlands, and of ſuch Commerce be- 
coming a NURSERY for Seamen, and ſo 
make * Auſtrian Netherlands OR RIVAL 
IN TRADE, AND NAVAL PowER. 

* Though our Eaſt-India Trade yearly car- 
rieth out of the Nation, to the value of 
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'- a 500,000. in Bullion; yet, the Treaſure 
of England is ſo far from being exhauſted, or 


diminiſhed thereby, that on the contrary, the 
Nation is a Gainer by that Commerce; be- 
cauſe the Company imports ſuch Commo- 
ditics as are re-exported, and fold for a much 


larger ſum than the Bullion ſent to the Indies, 
amounts to. And * the Raw Silk imported, 


imploys a great many uſeleſs hands: And, there- 
fore, this Trade is advantageous, and not de- 
trimental to us. 


That the Faft-India trade is vaſtly profita- 


ble to Holland, is fo generally known, and 
agreed by all, that it would be loſs of time 


to urge reaſons to prove 1t. 


The OSTEND Co AN imports 


the very ſame forts of Eaft-India Goods as 
we, and the Dutch do; Spices excepted, of 


which the Dutch are the ſole Maſters. Now 
before the Merchants, and others of the Au- 


ſtrian Netherlands, ſince incorporated into a 


Company, traded to the Eaſt- Indies, we and 
the Dutch ſupplied the Netherlands with Eaſt- 


India Goods. But at this time, that Com- 


pany furnitheth thoſe Countries with ſuch 
Commodities, as they us'd to take from us, 


* Britiſh Merchant, Vol. II. p. 223. 


and 
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f and the Dutch: And therefore, the Benzrit 1 
chat Great Brita, and Holland, formerly re- Hi 
| ceived from the Eafi-India Trade, mult be 1 
„ diminiſhed, juſt as much as the OSTEND 1 
h COMPANY is profited by it. 1 
r, 


J highly detrimental to us and the Durch; yet 


Tho this Company, be, in this reſpect, 
both of us, in a PARTICULAR MAN- | 
| 


Company. We are damag d thereby, by the |} MY 
/ Quantity of India, and other Goods, that 


dee ſmuggled into England, from Flanders. At 14 
the firſt ſetting up of this Company, the 
Snuggling Trade (encourag'd and promoted 1 
by our own Merchants and People) was car- RK 
ried on by large Boats, with ten or twelve oars 
each; which row d from Oftend to the River, and 
often, at high water, have run through Bridge be- 
fore the face of the Cuſtomhouſe Officers: This, 
produc'd an & act that no Boat ſhould row on 
* the River with above four Oars, which put 
F an end to this practice. Since then, the 
method is to ſend our large Boats, which meet 
i the Sloops that trade to, and from Offend, be- 
"| fore they come into the River, and the Goods 
they receive from ſuch Sloops, they run a-ſhore 


ar 2 98. C 5 + 4». ; 
nd Stat. 8. G. C. 18, Sc, 3 ; 
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in the Creeks, in, and near the River, as ſoon 
as the Night favours them. And, 5 
Tis to be obſerv'd, That our Trade to Oſtend 


from London, Hull, Topſham, G. is fa 


dour d by the Netherlanders, merely to encou- 


rage our Ships to take off” their India, and other | 


Goods: Of which incredible Quantities arc 


ſmuggled to London, and to the North and Welt 


Parts of England. 

But the Damage the OSTEND Con- 
PANY doth, us and the Dutch, will yearly 
become greater and greater, as their Trade 
encreaſerh : For, by degrees, they will ſupply 
other Countries, beſides the Netherlands, to 
which the Dutch ſend great Quantities of India 
Goods; and thus interfere with them, and, 


conſequently, leſſen the Demand of the Durc} 
 Eafi-India Goods. Now we fell to the Dutch, 


a great deal of the Commodities imported 
from India: But if they find that the OSTE ND 
Coup AN x, by ſupplying foreign Market 
with the like ſorts of Goods, ſo T s them, 
that there is a leſs Demand for ſuch Goods 
than formerly: It follows, that the Durch will 
not take off ſuch Quantities of our India Goods 


as they were wont to do; and, conſequently, 


that we ſhall ſuffer by ir. 


The 


ä 


The Dutch. feel their Trade greatly dimi- 
niſhed, ſince the OSTEND ComMreaAny 


was ſet up; becauſe by the Art, and Cunning 


ol che Netherlanders, large Quantities of our 
Woollen ManufafFures, Lead, Glaſs, Leather, 
&c. are now ſent into Flanders, which before 
went directly to Holland; from whence Hand- 
ers, and the reſt of the Low Countries, were 


ſupplied, and we are furniſh'd from thence 


with Vines, Brandies, Lace, Hollands, Cambrick, 
&c. which we us'd to have from the Dutch ; 
and, by conſequence, the Trade of Holland ſuf- 
ters very conkers . 

Upon this new turn that our Commerce 
is taking, I have ſome Conſequences to propoſe 
to the 3 Conſideration of every Briton. 

Admitting that our Exports are increas d 
by our Trades removing from Holland to 
Flanders, yet, it our Eaſſ- India Commerce, as 
hath been ſaid, ſuffers, and our Cuſtoms are 


leſſen d by it, vaſtly more than formerly; it 


follows, that the Nation is no Gainer by our 
new Trade to Handers; and that, therefore, our 
Negoce ought to return to Holland, its old 
Channel. But we do not now carry a greater 
Quantity of our Manufactures, &c. to Hand- 
ers than we ſent before to Holland; becauſe 

5 4 1 85 we 


r On Cas. a. 
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we only change the courſe of our Trade, but 


do not encreaſe it thereby: And yet the ill Con- 


ſequences are the ſame: Which ought to be an 
argument to induce us to bring our Com- 
merce back to Holland. But this is not all, 
by our trading immediately to Flanders, we 
deprive the Hollanders, and, without reaping the 


lieaſt benefit ourſelves, of all thole Goods, Pro- 


ducts, Commodities, and Manufactures they 


uſed to carry on ſuch an advantageous 


Trade with to other Countries, as enabled 


them to be oN E of the SUPPORT ERS of 
the BALANCE of Pow ER in Europe, and 
of the PROTESTANT INTEREST; and 
therefore, it is undeniable, that we, voluntarily, 


contribute to ruin them, and, thereby, BREAK 


THAT Balance, and WEAKEN the Prote- 


fant Intereſt : Nay, what is infinitely wore, 


and a neceflary conſequence of our Practice; 
by carrying our Goods directly to Flanders, 
we enable the Netherlanders to drive a /profi- 
table Trade with all other Countries, to which 
the Dutch ſend our Commodities alſo; and 
thus we take the Riches gain d by ſuch Com- 


merce from the Dutch, and put them into 
the Purſes of the Net herlamders: And, what is 


ſtil] the dreadfulleft of all, we are doing our 
utmoſt 


CI" 
utmoſt to make TRADE RE-FLOURISH 


in the Low Countries, and become a Nur- 
SERY FOR SEAMEN: All which will, 


and muſt, in the moſt effectual and ſen- 


(ible manner, BREAK the BALANCE © 


oF POWER in Europe, and DESTROY the 
PROTESTANT INTEREST; and make 
the Auſtrian Netherlands become, as I have 
obſerv'd before, our Rival in Trade, and Na- 


val Power. 


I hope every Briton will reflect with the 
utmoſt ſeriouſneſs upon theſe Conſequences. 


As the Riches that the OSTEND CoM- 


PANY gain by the fale of che Goods they 


bring home from the Eaft-Indies, will encou- 


courage, and enable them to continue their 


Trade: So this Succeſs, and this Profit, will, 
in time, not only ſtimulate the ſaid Com- 


pany to begin other Trades, bur will give 
new encouragement to the preſent Merchants 
ro purſue their Commerce: Will ſpread an In- 
clination, a Deſire, and a Longing through 
all Ranks, and Degrees of the Netherlanders, 


to be ſhaters in ſo beneficial a Calling: Will 
bring them to breed up their Children to Mer- 


chandize; and will awaken the States of Bra- 


bant, and of Flanders, to make Laws to en- 


courage, 
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courage, and promote Trade and Navigation: 
And the increaſe of Riches and Power, that 
will accrue to the Emperor hereby, will be 
leaſing, and irreſiſtible Arguments to puſh 
bim on to give all poſſible Protection to Trade, 
and Navigation by Grants, and new Privi- 
leges, and by making advantageous Treaties 
of Commerce, and Navigation with the 

Princes, and States of Europe. 
Though this may, at firſt bluſh, appear 
to be a very chimerical, and at worſt, but 
a remote ores yet if we conſult paſt; or 


- preſent Precedents, they will teach us, that 


the moſt flouriſhing States, and Cities in for- 
mer Ages, had, and thoſe that now ſubſiſt, 
have the Foundation of their Greatneſs laid 
upon the like motives: And Reaſon will tell 
us, if we liſten to ir, that ſuch Principles 
muſt, and will neceſſarily produce the Effects 
I have mention'd. For it is, I think, im- 


poſſible to aſſign any other reaſons for the 


Riches, Power, and Grandeur of the Phe- 


nicians, Carthaginians, Athenians, and Rhodians 
of old; and of the Hans Towns, Genoa, Ve- 
nice, the Province of Holland, &c. at this Day. 
So that it is molt reaſonable to conclude, that 
ſooner, or later, we ſpall ſee Trade, and Na- 

vigation 


7 
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639) | 
vigation revive, and re-flouriſh in the Auſtrian 
Netherlands; and thoſe Countries become, ag 
formerlp, the STAPLE for Europe. 


* I. For the Netherlanders are of the ſame | 


Temper, Genius, and Diſpoſition, they were 
of formerly, and which brought Trade to 
them, and made it flouriſh in cher Country; 
and, therefore, they can, by encouragement, 
make Commerce return among them; (and, 
by ſuitable favour, reſtore it to its antient 
flouriſhing State and Condition. * 

II. T The Situation of their Country, in 
the middle, between the Southern and Nor- 
thern Nations of Europe, was the rea- 
ſon antiently that induc'd the Traders of the 
South, and of the North, to make it a Place 


of Entrepot, or a Staple, for depoſiting their 


Goods in the Midway, as Holland is at this 


day; and, conſequently, by protecting, and 


encouraging Commerce, the Netherlanders 
may once more make their Country the Ma. 
gazine for Europe. 


III. $ The Netherlands have, as formerly, 


the Advantage of good Rivers for the conve- 


nient, eaſy, and cheap carriage of Goods, 


* Memoirs ſur le Commerce des Hollandois p. 13. 
T Ibid. P. 12. Britiſh Merchant, vol. 1. Pref, p. 24, 27. 
S Mem. p. 78. f 8 
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and Merchandize from one Town to another: 
And, within 1 5 © years laſt paſt, there ate, in 
ſome parts, ſuch large Canals dug, and in 
others, ſuch fine Cauſeways made, as amply 
ſupply the want of Rivers: two vaſt Advan- 
tages that former Ages were without. And are 
not the Nerherlanders, at this verp time, endea- 


vouring to facilitate a Communication with 


Liege, that trading Town on the Mazſe? 
IV. * Formerly the Flemmings had the Wool- 


en, and L1mem Manufattures, and their Coun- 
try produc d great Quantities of very good 
Hax, as it doth at this day. Their Towns 
have their ſeveral Manufactures: Antwerp and 


Mechlm make fine Lace; this laſt City affords 


fine Thread, and gilt Leather; Bruſſels hath allo 
the Fabrick of Lace, and Tapeſtry Hangings ; 
 Avudemardeikewiſe Manufactures Tapeſtry Hang- 

mgs; Cortryck weaves Linen, and Table Lumen; 
from Ghent are brought Thread, Lace, and 
Lime; at Bruges are woven courſe Linnen, 
Lace, and ſeveral forts of Woolen Goods ; 

Tpres makes good Cloth and Serges ; and of 

late there is a.Clorh Manufacture {et up at Lim- 
burg, which is already come to that Goodneſs, 
that the Cloth, chere made, is fold 30 Stuy- 


i * Mem. p. 12, 117 


vers 


8 . 1 1 8 th . ny — 4 it os ans a. ai Sr ti © .Dv 2X V XA ay 


FF 

ders in 5 Guilders, per Dutch El,, cheaper thati 
the Dutch Cloth, — 5 

It will not be improper to add here a ſhort 


account of the beginning and improvement 


of this Manufacture at Limburg. Twelve 
years ago there was only coarſe Cloth, but now 
they weave ſuperfine, and fine Cloth. They 
have Spaniſh Wool for ſuperfine, and fine Cloths, 
and of their own Wool, they fabrick their 
coutſe Clotht. The Cloth Trade was fer up 
there by ſome Amſterdam Merchants, who im- 
ploy d ſeveral of our unfortunate Manufacturers 

who had fail'd in England. The firſt Engliſb- 

man was one Capel, who broke at Stroud, in 
Glouceſterſhire, and was forc'd out of England 
by his Creditors, who refus d mpoſi- 
tion of 10s. per Pound he offered thin bog 
it was his all. He join'd in company with 
one Mr. Clermont of Amſterdam, and began 
the Cloth Manufacture at Limburg. He is now 
grown very rich, though he hath been fertled 
there but about eight years. Several other 
of our poor broken Workmen have follow d 


him thither. The cheapneſs of Proviſions, 


and, conſequently, of the Wages, which are 


not above half what we give our Manufa- 
P 


Eturers, is the reaſon why this Cloth ſells for 
m3” 30 S 


* „ er aw" ea 
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30 Stuyvers in five Guilders, per Dutch Ell, 
leſs "ge Dutch Cloth. 10 

V. * Baudouin, Count of Handers, made 
the Trade of his Subjects flouriſh by encou- 
raging it. And hath not the Emperor lately 
made a Treaty of Commerce with Spain ? 
Doth he not ſtill perſiſt to protect the 
OSTEND COMPANY? | 
VI. 1 The Liberties of the Low Countries, 
and the Privileges of the Towns there, for- 
merly drew great numbers of Manufacturers 
into thoſe Parts: And thoſe Liberties and Pri- 
vileges ſtill ſubſiſt. 

VII. The Ports of OS TE ND and NEN. 
PORT lie finely for the Herring, Cod, and 
Whale Fiſheries; the NURSERIES FOR 
SEAMEN, AN DANAVAL POWER R. And 
$ ſome Ports and Sea Villages in Flanders an- 
tiently flouriſid by the Herring Fiſhery. May 
not then the Netherlanders by degrees pretend 
to a Right of Fiſhing in the Britiſh Seas, by 
virtue of the * Treaty made between our 
King Henry VII. and Philip Duke of Brabant, 
Count of Flanders, &c. 24. Feb. 1495. By 
the fourteenth article of which it is agreed, 


„ Mem. p. 13. 4+Pag.16, 5 Pig. 18.44; , Traitsde 
Paix. T. 1. p. 782, | 
8 „That 


4. if Ms 
ce That the Fibers of both Parties (of what 
ce condition ſoever they be) may freely go 
ec and fail every where by Sea, and ſafely 
ce fiſh, without any Impediment, Licence, or 
ce Paſsport, &c. And of * that concluded 
between the Emperor Charles V. and Mary, 
Queen of Scotland, at Binch in Hainault, 
15th Dec. 15 50. which confirms that made 
at Binch in 1541. between Mary Queen of 
Hungary, Governeſs of the Low Countries, and 
James King of Scotland? And is not New- 
port, at this vern time, applying to have a 
Grant for the Fperies? Are not the Herring, 
and Whale Fiſheries, now under the Conſidera- 

tion of the Company? 


VIII. OSTEND, and NEWPORT | 


are as convenient Harbours for Privateers, as 
Dunkirk was; and, conſequently, the Nether- 
landers can, in time, interrupt and damage 
our Trade, and that of Holland; as their Com- 
merce ſuffer d formerly from the Spaniards; 
and as the French prov'd a Thorn in F our 
ſide, and in that of the Dutch, during the two 
laſt Wars, by the means of Dunkirk, 

®* Trait6s de Paix T. 2. p. 6go. i 


I What Damage the French did us, let our Merchants ſay: The Dutah 
lot above 11,000,006 J. Sterling. | 


— 
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IX. * Formerly Navigation flouriſh'd in 
Flanders, by tneans of Manufattures, and Fiſhe- 
ries : And cannot the Femmings make Navi- 
gation revive in their Country by encourag- 
ing ManufafFures, and undertaking Fiſheries ? 


Cannot they have immediately from the North 


all Materials for Shipping, as cheap, and as 
eaſily as we, and the Dutch; or have Ships 
built for them in other Countries? + Cannot 
they have Fiſhermen from England, Holland, 
Hamburg, Bremen, &c; and Sailozs from 
England and Holland, as then atually now 


have, and from Hamburg, Dantzick, and other 


places, as the late Czar of Muſcouy had? If 
any Prince of the Houſe of Auſtria ſhould 
have a Genius turn'd to Trade, and Nawviga- 
Zion, like the late Czar; what could poſſibly 
hinder theſe from reviving and re-flouriſhing 

in the Low Countries, as they do at this day 
in Muſcovy? And then may not the Houle 
bol Auſtria keep the Naval force of Holland in 

awe, as the | 2s Czar was dreaded by the 
Crown of Denmark, one of the Maritime 


Meémoires, ec. p. 14. 


+ Have they not already nine Ships of about 400 Tun each, and 
are they not building ten or twelve more? Cannot they haye Wool 


from England and Holland, as it is yearly ſmuggled over to France? 


Cannot they wheedle away our Manufacturers, after the Example of 
the late Czar. | any a 


Powers 


2 2 E. 


. 
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Powers of the Baltick? And may not, then, 
the Houſe of Auſtria, in caſe of a War, make 
the Coaſts of Great Britain the Scene of De- 
ſolation, as the late Car laid waſte the maritime 
Parts of Sweden ; the other antient Naval Po- 
tentate of the Balticł? 

All this demonſtrates, that it is not im- 

ſſible to make Trade, and Navigation revive 
and re- flouriſh in the Auſtrian Netherlands. And 
| if this ould happen, will not the Trade, and 
Navigation of Great Britain, and Holland, be 
ſenſibly affected thereby, and decline, as the 
Netherlanders's increaſe? And as they grow rich- 
er, and more powerful, ſhall not we, and the 
Durch, become poorer, and weaker? And, as 
I have often ſaid before, will not the B A- 


LANCE OF POWER be turn'd on the ſide 


of the Ho us E OF AUSTRIA, and the 
| POPISH INTEREST become too ſtrong 
for the PROTESTANT CAus B. 
Let us examine whether it be poſſible for 
the Trade and Navigation of the Auſtrian Ne- 
therlands to revive, and re- flouriſh, and the com- 


merce, and maritime Power of Great Britain, and 
Holland, not dwindle, and decay. 


If the Netherlanders ſhould ſet up all forts 
of Woollez Manufaltures, encourage the Im- 
porta- 


5 . Tm 

portation of Engliſs, and Iriſh Wool, and 
draw over our Wotkmen; would not all 
forts of Woollen Goods be ſoon made in great 
perfection in the Low Countries, and be in 
great Quantities there, as they are in France? 
Would not this, almoſt wholly, deſtroy a De- 
mand for our, or the Dutch Woollen Commodities, 


in the Netherlands; as the Increaſe of the French 


IN vollen Manufactures by the Engliſh, and Iriſh 
Wool that is ſmuggled over to France, hath, in 
a manner, ruin d our Woollen Trade to that Coun- 
try? Would they not traffick to other Na- 
tions with the Goods made of our and the 
Iriſh Wool, as the French do at this day; and, 


thereby, leſſen, at thoſe Markets, the Vent of 


our, and the Dutch Woollen Manufactures? 
Would they not, in exchange for thoſe Com- 
modities, purchaſe ſuch Merchandize as they 
have from us, and the Dutch? 

Can the Hemmings do all this, and the 
Trade of Great Britain, and Holland not ſuf- 
fer by it? 

Can they ſet up Silk Manufactures, and 
traffick with them; and can we, and the 
Dutch, have an equal Demand for ours, both 
in the Netherlands, and at other Markets 
where they ſhould commerce? Can they "Ply 


(47) 
themſelves to all other forts of Manufactures, 
and make all other forts of Goods that they, 
at preſent, take from us, and the Dutch, and 
trade with them; and the two Nations not 
find their Trade decay: 2 

Can they traffick in any Countries with 
ſuch S e as we and the Dutch ſend 


chicher, and the Demand for ours not be 


leſſened? 

Can they ſupply Great Britain with Wines, 
Brandies, Hollands, Cambrick, Thread, Lace, 
&c. whereby our Demand for thoſe Commo- 
dities from Holland is greatly diminiſhed, and 
nl Dutch be no Loſers? 

an they bring home, and trade with 
27 India Goods, and we ſuffer not by it, as 
well as the Dutch 

Can the Henmmingt trade to any Countries 
of Europe, in Ships of their own, and not 
breed up Seamen ? 

Can hey apply themſelves to the Fiſheries, 
and theſe not become NURSERIES FOR 
SEAMEN? 

Can they trade by Sea, and not become 
expert in NAVIGATION? 

Will oy us, and the Dutch, wy 


— 
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the Carriers to ſapply them wich Neceſſaries 
for Conſumption, or Materials for Manu- 
factures, or Commodities for Trade, when 
they have their own Ships, and Seamen to 
Ck them? 
All chis Sina „That, in the Na- 
ture of things, it is impoſſible for the Nerher- 
' Ianders to become a TRADING People, with- 
out greatly damaging the COMMERCE of 
Great Britain, and of Holland. 

That it is impoſſible for them to apply 
themſelves to Trade, but that they muſt 
increaſe in SHIPPING, and SEAMEN. 

That it is impoſſible but their Seamen 
mult, by degrees, become $K1LFUL, and 
ExPERT in NAVIGATION. 

That it is impoſſible but, at laſt, Great 
Britain, and Holland, will, at their coſt, to 


their ſorrow, and to their danger, find a: 


POWERFUL RIVAL IN TRADE AND 
NAVAL STRENGTH; and that it is impoſſi- 
ble but that, then, the Balance of Power will 


be veſted in the Houſe of Auſtria, that has, 


at laſt, after many Attempts, made the Em- 


fire * hereditary in their Family; endeavour'd 
"4 German Princes; has ambi- 


- T enſlave t 


® Traites de Paix. Tom, 2. Obſerv. p. 31.45 1 Pag. 45- 
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 tiouſly graſp d at * UNIVERSAL MoNAk- 
ch by Land; and has attempted an #F 


ABSOLUTE EMPIRE at Sea, in the Baltich. 


I appeal to every one, whether the Conclu- 


ſions, I am going to draw, from the Aſſer- 
tions of ſome preſent Germans, and of ſome 
of the Emperors ſubjects, be not natural, and 
unavoidable. 1. „ That the Emperor is Nor 
bound by the Treaty of Munſter ; by whichthe 


King of Spain renounc d all Right, and Title to 


the Sovereignty of the United Provinces; that, 
THEREFORE, THE EMPEROR HAS A RIGHT, 


AND TITLE To THE SOYVEREIGNTT 


oF THE UNITED PROVINCES: And 
2. T That he cannot be bound by any ory 
made by the Kings of Spain ; unleſs ratified by 
binſolf or his Anceſtors : That, THEREFORE, 
HE HAS A RIGHT TO ALL THOSE COUN- 
TRIES THAT THE KINGs OF SPAIN HAVE 
YIELDED TO ANY PRINCES BY TREATIES, 
IF NOT RATIFIED BY HIM, OR HIS AN- 
CESTORS. I leave it to every one to find 
out what the preſent Emperor drives at, for 
himſelf, or his Poſterity; by erecting the 


Negociations ſecretes touchant la Paix de Munſter. T. 1. p. 11. 
H Traites ut ſupra. p. 44. Memoires ſur le Commerce des Hollandors. 


p. 71. Aitzema. 1. Peel. bis 694. » Defence du droit de la Compagnie 
Hollandoiſe des Indes Orientales par Mr. Barbeyrac. p. 101. 1123. 
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OSTEND Comrany; and, * by encou- 
raging Trade in the Gulf of Venice; and by 
building Men of War there; ſince T The 
e Theory of TRADE is a Princely Science, and 
« the true Regulation of it, the Key or 
«* EMPIRE; for ** whatever Nation can 
« make herſelf Miſtreſs of NAvI6ATION, 

« willget TRADE into her Power; and, by 
<« conſequence, Richxs; and, if I may fo 
« ſay, will have the World at her beck. And 
it is impoſſible, but that then the Popiſb In- 
tereſt will be vaſtly ſtrengthen d, by having 
at its head, the Houſe of Auſtria ; of which, 
the Emperors Rodolph II. Matthias, Ferdinand 
II. and Leopold, have perſecuted the Proteſ- 
rants: And the Emperor Charles V. and Philip 
II. King of Spain, have bath'd their Hands in 
the Blood of Proteſſants, and made them ſeal. 


3 


* 


their Faith with their Lives. 


cannot but think, that every Briton, and 
Dutchman, who knows that Trade and Navi- 


_ gation are not only the ſupport, but the very 


Soul, of Great Britam, and Holland, upon 


* Whether Gibraltar, and Port Mahon, will not be of the greateſt Im- 
portance to us, in caſe the Emperor, by degrees, gets a Naval Force 1n 
theſe Parts, 1 leave to every Briton's conſideration. 

+ Wood's Survey of Trade, Dedic.p.6, ** Memoires ſur le Com- 


merce des Hollandois p. 50, 
finding 


* 


(51) 


finding that the Flemmings will apply themſelves 
to Trade and Navigation, will pronounce 
* Arcendi a littore Flandri: And I am ſatis- 


fed 


* After the beginning of the Civil Wars in the Low - Countries, 
when the States of Holland, Zealand, and their Allies, with the 
Prince of Orange, in the ycar 1575. took into conſideration, what 
Nation they ſhould fly to for Succour; the Empire, France, and Eng- 
land, were propoſed : But, after a mature deliberation, they preferred 
the Protection of the laſt, © As well for the conformity, and profeſ- 
« fion of Religion, as for the conveniency of Traffick, and the power 
* of the Queen by Sea, and Land; and, becauſe the Government was 
* mild, and not ſubject to extorſions, or any extraordinary, and heavy 
© taxes; So that if they could obtain the Succour, and Protedtion of 
the Queen, they could keep their Rivers intirely free, and hinder 
* the People of Brabant, Flanders, and the other Provinces, from 
receiving any thing by Sea; and, ſo, deſtroy the hopes of the SPA- 
« NIARDS, of making themſelves Mas rens oF THE SEA 
(Meteren Hiſtoire des Pais Bas. fol. 113. a. 6. | 

In 1585. when the Deputies of the States General offered the So- 
vereignty of the United Provinces to Queen Elizabeth, among the 
many Arguments they urg'd to induce her to accept of it, this was 


one: Although theſe Countries during this continual War, had ſuf- 


# ferred very much, and the Enemy had taken from them many 
% Towns, and ſtrong Places: The Provinces of Holland, Zealand, 
« Utretcht, and Friezlaud, remained, however, by the Grace of God., 
« intire; in which, were many large and ſtrong Towns, fine Rivers, 
* Canals, Havens, and Sea Ports, which might be highly ſerviceable, 
* beneficial, and commodious, to her Majeſty, and her Succeſſors, which 
« it was not neceſſary to deduce, Nevertheleſs, one advantage was 
« fit to be taken notice of in a particular manner, viz. That the United 
% Provmces of Holland, Zealand, Friezland, and the Towns of OSTEND, 
and Sluyee, with the Kingdoms of her Majeſiy, could make her intirely 
* MisTRESS OF THE GREAT OCEAN, and, conſequently, procure 
* a continual, and ſettled Felicity to Her, and her Subjects. (Ibid. 
fol. 253. b.] And, beſides the various reaſons that Her Majeſty's Council 
alledg'd to perſuade her to accept of the Sovereignty ofter'd to hen, 
they laid before her © the danger ſhe was to 2 it the Spaniards 
„ once come to make themſelves Maſters of the Low-Comntries, - to 
* have there an abſolute Government, to change the Religion, abro- 


% pate the Privileges of the Provinces, and ſubdue them entirely to 


« their Will; that then, (for the hatred they bore to her) they could in- 
« ade her with a great NAVAL PoweR, and, by means of their 


&« Treaſures of the Indies, firſt deſtroy the TRADE, and Navi- 
of England, and then raiſe Civil Wars in the Nation” , 


*GATIO 
After the Queen, and her Council had reſoly'd to enter into a Treaty 
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fied that Europe, for the Reaſons I have urg d, 
will agree with me in this, concerning the 
OSTEND CoMPeANY, that DELENDA 
EST HAC CARTHAGO. | 

Having, thus, laid open to the View of 
my native Country, and of the Dutch, that 
Scene of Horror, in which the Poſterity of 
the two Nations, muſt be the principal Suffe- 
rers: It ſeems natural, that I ſhould propoſe 
ome Methods to fave our innocent Progeny 
from ſuch Miſery : And, accordingly, I offer 
to the Conſideration of Great Britain, theſe 
Propoſitions following: 


rences held, in which the Deputies laid open © of what Importance 
« it was to the Kingdom of England, to keep theſe Countries, ſo long 
* allied with her by a great Number of Treaties, in this Alliance, by 
© reaſon of the Situation of the two Nations: For, in the Low- 
* Countries, there were many fine great Rivers, and England was an 
«« Iſland, oppoſite to it; ſo that, in caſe of a Rupture, they could 
« do each other great Damage; and, being united, they could re- 
% main Mis rRESSES of THE SEA, by which both of them 
« carried on their Trade, and, without which, they could not ſubſiſt. 
% England had no other Fortifications than the deep Sea: But in the | 
* Lote- Countries, there were many ſtrong Towns,- which applied them- 

** ſelves chiefly to Navigation, ſo that the Nation abounded with Sea- 

* fairing-Men, and had many Ships, with which, the deep Ditches 

* rhe Sea of England could be rendered uſeleſs, and, England eaſi 

* invaded:” And that England, by means of its good Ports, and Situ- 

ation, could greatly diſtreſs the Commerce of the Low-Countries, Theſe 

were the motives that induc'd the two Nations, formerly to make fo 

many Contracts, end Reciprocal Alliances; not only between the reſpective 

Lords of thoſe Provinces, bur alſo between the two Powers, as per- 

petual Confederates, that they might ever remain united, and not ſuf- 

fer themſelves thus to be lorded oyer. (Ibid, fol. 254. 4.) | 


I Thar 


ket. | 
with the Deputies of the States General, there were ſeveral confe- | 
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I. That a Duty per Pound, be laid on all 
Wool in the Fleece in England, and Ireland, with 
a Drawback per Pound, on all Wool mamfactur d, 
and a Bounty per Pound, for all Woollen Goods 
exported ; as has by this Time been propoſed 
to the Miniſtry, by a Friend of mine, to whom I 

owe this Method to prevent the Exportation of 
our Wool, and that of Ireland. This will ef- 
fefually prevent our Wool from being ſmug- 

led over to Flanders; and will keep the Wool- 
= Manufactures from reviving, and re- 
flouriſhing among the Flemmings. 

II. That all Cauſes of Action, whatſoever, 
not exceeding ten Pounds, ſhall be decided by 
Fuſtices of the Peace: That, where the Debt, 
Duty, or Demand, is above the ſaid Sum, but 
Joh not exceed twenty Pounds, no Arreſt, bur 
only Summons ſhall lie, nor Execution by Ca- 
Plas ad Satisfaciendum be allow'd of: And, that 
where the Execution is for a greater Sum than 
twenty Pounds, the Plaintiff ſhall maintain the 
Defendant, at ſo much per Diem, whilſt he 
keeps him in Priſon. That Statutes of Bank- 


rupcy ſhall be no more taken out. This will 
prevent our Workmen from being ruin'd by _ 
the Charges of Arreſts, for dribbling Debts; 
and keep them from flying into foreign Coun- 
cries 


(54) | 

tries to avoid rotting, and ſtarving in Jail: 
This will fave our Manufacturers, and Mer- 
chants from being torn to pieces by the Ex- 
pences of a Statute ; and protect their Credit 
from being blaſted, and thereby, their Ruin 
compleated, by publick Advertiſements of 


their Misfortunes : Whether all this will not 


keep our Workmen, Manufacturers, Tradeſ- 


men, and Merchants from flying to Flangers, 
I leave every one to judge. 

III. That our Trade with Flanders, and 
the reſt of the Low Countries, be carried on 
ONLY BY THE wAY OF HOLLAND. The 
Reaſons for this, are alledged, p. 36. 


2 


IV. * That no Flemming be allow'd, by any 


means, to fiſh in the Byitifh Seas. This will 


prevent their getting an unexhauftible Nur- 

ſery for Seamen. : 
Lafily, That the Durch muſt attack, and 

deſtroy the Ships of this Company, where- 


* That the Flemmings can have no right to Fiſh, by virtue of the Trea- 
ties made with King Henry VII. and Mary Queen of Scotland, is evident, 
becauſe they have been interrupted by Wars; and the Liberty of Fiſhing, 
mention d in, and granted by thoſe Treaties, hath never been revived, or 

anted by any Tractatal Agrzemeat between our Kings, and the Houſe 
of Auſtria: Such Agreements {peaking only of Commerce, and not of 
Fiſhing ; and, therctore, all the general Words muſt be underſtood of Cou- 
MERCE” ALONE, the Subject matter of ſuch Treaties, and vor of Fiſhing, 
which is a thing diſtin, and different from it; and, conſequently, thoſe 
antient Treaties can be revived only as To COMMERCE, and not as to 
Fiſhing. = 

i ever 


„% — · é. ² . 0 


WW C11 ANDTAyLs 1 


( 55 
ever they meet them, within the Limits of 
their reſpective Companies; and that his 
Majeſty, as Guarantee of the * Barrier Treaty, 
which, f confirms that of Munſter, of which 
the erecting of the OSTEND COMPANY, 
is a DIRECT, AND PCSITIVE VIOLATION, 


mult aſſiſt them therein. 


If the Emperor will, ſtill, protect, encou- 
rage, and ſupport this Company, 1 leave it 


to the Confideration of my Native Country 


what ſteps to take. 
I ſhall only add, that if this Company be not 


deſtroy d, ours muſt be ruin d: That if the re- 
| viving Trade, and Navigation of the Hemmings 
be not ſtiffled, our Commerce, and Maritime 


Power muſt dwindle, and decay: And that, 

e Houſe of Auſtria become Miſtreſs of Na- 
vigation, * ſhe will get Trade into her Power; 
and, by conſequence, Riches; and, If I 
may fay ſo, wILL HAVE THE World AT 
HER BECK; and then, the Liberties of Eu- 
rope will ſoon be no more, and the Proteſtant 
Religion be deſtroy'd. 3p 

* Made and concluded between the Emperor, his Majeſty, and the 


States Ceneral at Antwerp. Nov. 15. N. S. 1725. + Art. 26. 
ee Memoires ſur le Commerce des Hollandois. p. o. 
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